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By \iurray See"er ’
L " Los Anzeles Tixes .
BU’DAP“ST—The countries of East-

ern Europe have. started a search for
; alternative enerzy sources that could -

. alter their economic and political rela- )
: ;cnsxs in Eastern Europe is.a slowing = -

. of economic growth and of the rise.in . gets about two-thirds of its-. oil from -

tmnshxp with the Soviet Union.
.~ At the core of the issue is a Soviet ' .

Warmnd to its allies that it cannot in- ..

Tcrease. deliveries of crude oil much -
5 be) ond current volumes, while at the .
" same time- Moscow- has dramatically .

.- “Useveral ‘years has tried to gef Ameri-| "
" - can, West German and. Japanese in-
vestors and developers to helpin- -

. crease product.lon from the thenan
. fields. " orcn -
- One, effect of the. grow.na ‘energ y

living standards, which still 1ag far be-,
“hind those of, Western- Europe. - The

,’need to- find alternative energy sup- .

- phes is forcing the Comecon_countries :

: and other oil producmd countries. , ../

nist neighbors, the reactions to the oil
. .~;squeeze vary depending onxth
+.vidual economic positions.. yom
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‘ations with ITran, Kuwaif Yrag, "ﬁhi'ii"

Among the Soviet Union's” Commu-

then' mm-

r

“Soviet- wells, has. aiready: bezun to
-look for new coal. supplies and make
- preparations for building xts ﬁrst nu-
.. .clear power plant. Rt

21 :*.._t' S

Cincreased 011 sales to the non-Commu- .. .

mst world: S e e

" The. price charged by Moscow. to ' Union. =

Eastem Europe, while still low com-

pared with the world price charged by . -
" East Europeans to export more goods -

'. ‘to Moscow to pay “their fuel bills. At .

" members of theKOrﬂamzanon of Pe-.
““troleum- Exportm, Countries,  is ex-
. pected to jump. by 25 per cent in Janu-
. ary following a 22.5 per cent.increase

1

By 1986 unless the QPEC countnes

ira their- price dramatically, -the ..
fse lheir B 2 T ’:_to ‘make new trade deals with OPEC -

‘countries “to- finance new oil xmports

. members of the East European: trad--_
ihg group (Comecon) will be paymg
“close to the world price for Soviet oil..
.. The importing’ countries. in 1973 pald

" rouzhly one-third the world price for e

. their oil and this year they are paymﬂ
K two—tmrds of 1t. g
“The Soviet Umon is. the: world‘
3 larvest oil producer and.is believed to
7 hold immense, untapped reserves, par<:
;Z txcularlmm ‘westernZand central Sibe-
:ria. The growth in:Soviet production:
' hds been.slowing,;however; and some-
kWestem:exper‘s helieve . output may
actuallydechne aftér 1980 unless Mos-
* cow is able fao conquer: the -difficult -
*:problems of- extracting and. delivering -
3 oxrfrom, new ﬁeldsm the permafros

@ hy some expertsumt bemﬂ too pesm—
-%. mistie,-Adm, Stausfield Turner, direc-.”
L tor: of., the. Central’- Intelligence”
: ‘Agency; said in June that “under any

: - but the most-optimistic assumption on™

- energy production” and- savings, the

b Sovxets wilt be unable both to main

; tain imports-of industrial goods from::
< the West, and keep supplying Eastern”
E’urope w1th ihe bulk of 1ts ml and*’

" and its: East European allies has been
+ growing Steadily~so” that some prog--
nosticators suggested that the Soviet
" Union itselZ could become an-oil im

a porterm the nett decade. Moscow for’
e By, N L dpgealrt

ban

-.,‘crease their exports to Western indus-

at th be g of th Ve,
& ammn ° e year. i .o ~of hard-currency debt.”. 7. il

“their. accomts, the

,.now earns’ neatly 50 per ‘centiof.its
‘hard-currency -income: - from'Ypetro--

.pean Common Market by 42 per. cent
-and to all: non-Commumst customers
{by-1#'per cent’ 5 - - hy e o

3 A0T305 -

_Vof oil, the Comecon countries are acs.
‘:ceIeratmﬂ plans. to.. develop nuclear-.
. pawer. stations and .Intensifying : the ..~ po_rter in perterslup thh \Ioscow’s po-

“to, broaden their “political and eco-.

“s+ In @-Tecent public statementv.‘lanos
nomic contacts which could diminish .. :
their heavy rehance on, the: Sov1et ' Heiczman, .deputy minister: for “the

= metals - and machine industry,: said

g, e it - i that-the Soviet 'bloc states would meet .
The °‘1 price: cqueeze forces” the - > half of their energy needs throuoh nu- :
clear power by 1980.. -

f % The: Soviet Union has ample sup-
phes of uranium- and the technology"’
"‘._-to build nuclear plants. With political |
“’power monopolized by "the Communist *
“party, the East Eurcpeamr states can -
'ibwld any kind of reactors they want
“with little concern for: possible pubhc

protests by .- environnmental r'rmms~
¥ Because the Communist states-have a_ - such as those which have slowed, nu-:

. chronic shortage of 'the' U.S..dollars - ‘clear’ developments- in Western - Eu- |
‘with “which OPEC. “¢ountries - settle_‘ 'ropo and thepUmted States.- S ol PR
Communist coun- . .. -Poland, on the other hand; Txas size- - y

o make barter -~ able coal reserves which have been a“.
3 sohd export item for Warsaw both in-J

the same time, they are trying.to.in-

trial countries to pay their rising total

The East® Europeans are also trymg

 tries increasmaly t
dea.ls for oily .

ard-currency debts the Soviet. Union:
last year sharply- mcreased its oil.ex-,
orts to Western mdustnal countries. -

Poles are:talking about buldmf' coal-
ﬂred generatur plants in 1ts Szles:an

shah of+ Iran..whose country‘ isone ‘of ]
neighbors Afbhamstan and Turkey, Wirthe world’va"gest oil:producers, and "

Afrxcan states like Ghana and Guinea;.
and’ 'the United. States, which: bought
N mulmn barrels i
975 quantrty. - ;
. Mascow~ charges ,\ts capltahst us-
tomers the “world price™ for oil “and

signed agreement$§ with him-for: eco-
: nomlc, mdustrxal ‘and cultural cooper=
ation.=The:. shah’s- next . stop: was-
Pravue\ where the usually: smdent-

and socxal re;orm provrams
; Cz=choslm akia.: had

leum. In- 1976 alone, the Soviet Union
increased deliveries of oil to the-Euro-. .. natural c’as—w}um is shxpped ina

’ rplpellﬂe across the- Sonet Umon. But,

--Ten Communist countnes aot 7 per y A well-developed mdustria! state.f'
cerit more ozl m 19’16 compared- with. . ; Czecnoslovakia has better: industrial
goods. to trade for oil than some other}
_Coniecon countries- an& also sells ar-
_—xna'nents for expo"t. :

3

Iy A-A ’«":c,,'.‘

-In: addmon to seekm" new sources .

se of ttadxtronax mels such as. coal.
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